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DEVIZES COMMUNITY AREA PARTNERSHIP

PARISH COUNCIL FORUM

Minutes of a meeting held on Tuesday 1st November 2011 at 6.30pm
at Browfort, Devizes

1
Present: Cllrs Paula Winchcombe (Devizes, in the Chair), Peter Allfrey (Rowde), Jenny Combe (Bishops Cannings), Chris Saunders (Easterton), Pat Straw (Potterne), Lynda Wearn (Great Cheverell), Mervyn Woods (Etchilhampton), Albert Wooldridge (Roundway), Richard Rogers (Community Area Manager), Beth Hutton (DCAP Administrator).
2 Apologies: Cllr Laura Mayes
3 Declarations of interest: None
4 The minutes of the meeting held on 20th September 2011 were signed as a true record.

5 Notice of additional urgent items
a) Cllr Winchcombe reported that there had been a change of Chairman on Bishops Cannings Parish Council (new Chairman: Cllr Gary Mansell), meaning that Cllr Tony Adamson was no longer a PCF representative at DCAP meetings. There were now vacancies for two PCF representatives to DCAP.
b) Cllr Wearn raised issues concerning proposed parliamentary boundary changes affecting some parishes. There appeared to be a lack of publicity about the proposals. It was agreed that more information was needed in order to respond effectively.(Further information at http://consultation.boundarycommissionforengland.independent.gov.uk/whats-proposed/south-west/ with an opportunity to comment until 5th December 2011)
6 Matters arising
a) A letter had been sent to clerks, as agreed at the previous meeting, enquiring about the benefit of an information-sharing / training event for clerks. Several replies had been received, mostly affirming the need. Due to a change of clerks in some parishes, Beth Hutton would follow up those who were yet to reply, with the hope of organising an event in the new year.
Action: Beth
b) Following questions raised at the previous meeting about the accuracy of data published in the original draft Core Strategy, Richard Rogers circulated a response from Wiltshire Council. There was an assurance that inaccuracies would be rectified in the revised draft, alongside a schedule of changes based on comments received. Following cabinet (WC) approval in the new year, the revised draft would be published for a final stage of consultation in the spring.

Cllr Woods raised the issue of traffic congestion and pollution and was concerned that a new traffic model may not be ready in time to influence proposals in the Core Strategy. Richard Rogers provided assurance that the new model was to be approved imminently. It was a highly accurate and realistic model, showing the impact on traffic of various different scenarios and adapted itself to new information. Those who had been at a recent presentation about the new model commended it highly. It was confirmed that the model only covered Devizes town and the main roads leading out of it.

DCAP had submitted a response on the draft Core Strategy to Wiltshire Council, based on the data from the recent public consultation.

It was agreed that the presentation of the new traffic model should receive wide circulation.

c) Parishes were aware of the benefit of completing Neighbourhood Plans to provide complementary local detail to the Core Strategy, but the legislation for NPs would not come into force until April 2012. In the meantime the groundwork of obtaining data could take place. Not all parishes would need NPs, depending on the level of detail in the Core Strategy. Some parishes could cluster together to form a NP. Resources would be available to support parishes in writing their plans.

Cllr Wearn reported that Great Cheverell Parish Council was keen to move forward with a NP as there was a feeling of concern and vulnerability about potential development within the village.

d) Update on Tourist Information outlets: The Town Hall was a temporary location for information such as bus times. A designated telephone line at the museum was also in use for enquiries. Flyers and posters were available directing people to the right location for information. Eventually new signposts would be erected. Cllr Woods asked about the possibility of the Town Council erecting a tourist information board in the Market Place, as in other towns. Cllr Winchcombe replied that whilst it was a good idea, the Market Place belonged to Wiltshire Council. Devizes Town Council did not currently have money in the budget for tourism. Cllr Woods suggested that an Area Board grant may provide the financial solution. Richard Rogers commented that the tourism working party was progressing with its work, but it would take time to meet all the needs. Cllr Winchcombe concluded that it was good news that progress was being made. Further information would be useful.

7 Update from Area Board

Richard Rogers indicated that there was nothing new to report, but welcomed questions and encouraged the continuing dialogue between parishes and the Area Board.

Parishes were still encouraged to apply for small grants to help with the cost of organising Jubilee related events in 2012. Cllr Woods asked for clarification about who was responsible for insurance if the organisation of an event was passed to (or shared with) another organisation. It was agreed that clarification was needed.





Action: Richard Rogers
8 Parish Matters to raise with the Area Board
As discussed earlier in the meeting, Cllr Winchcombe confirmed that wide circulation of the new traffic model would be requested.
9 Parishes’ expectations of Parish Stewards
A discussion about the maintenance of paths etc. revealed mixed experiences of what assistance Parish Stewards were currently able to offer, even if given clear lists by Parish Councils. Generally, there seemed to be a focus on filling potholes and cleaning signs, but little sign of weeds and overgrowing vegetation being cleared. Cllr Saunders reminded the meeting that ‘roads and footways’ were different to ‘footpaths and byways’. There was concern that if ditches and gullies were not cleared on a regular basis, there was a risk of flooding (and ice) on some roads during the winter. Richard Rogers agreed to invite a Wiltshire Council representative to the next PCF meeting to discuss expectations.




Action: Richard Rogers
10 Date of next meeting: 10th January 2012 at 6.30pm at Browfort
Requests for agenda items to Beth Hutton please – admin@dcap.org.uk
The meeting closed at 8.00pm.
